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Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO)
A new collaboration between university systems and the Census 
Bureau

A joint pilot project between university systems, state longitudinal data 
systems, and the Census Bureau, the Post-Secondary Employment 
Outcomes (PSEO) are experimental tabulations providing national 
earnings statistics for graduates of post-secondary institutions. 
Goal: 
 Provide students and parents better data on the return on 

investment of and employment destinations for post-secondary 
degrees 
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Meeting a Data Need
There is a great deal of interest in making the economic returns to 
higher education more transparent.
 Institutions want to know how their graduates are doing after they 

leave campus
 Students want to know how much a degree could increase their 

earning potential, and whether or not borrowing for college is a 
sound investment.

 Policy makers/economic/workforce development specialists want 
to better understand the role of higher education in regional 
economic development.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Institutions also need data to make the case for public spending on higher education

Especially first-generation students!



Comparison with other initiatives

College Scorecard:
 Obama administration initiative to promote transparency in returns to college
 Data on earnings by institution, for enrollees who received financial aid
 Shortcomings: No program level data, not broken out by whether student 

graduated with a degree

State-level initiatives
 Lots of state higher education boards and university systems have partnered 

with their workforce agencies to match UI data to university records
 Publically available data from these projects vary, but many release institution 

or program level data
 Shortcomings: Earnings captured only for graduates that remain in the state, no 

universal methodology makes comparing earnings across programs difficult
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PSEO Output Tables
 Graduate Earnings Table
25th, 50th, and 75th percentiles of annual earnings for college and 
university graduates 
By degree level, degree major, and post-secondary institution
One year, five years, and 10 years after graduation

Employment Flows Table
Employment by industry sector and Census Division of the country
By degree level, degree major, and post-secondary institution
One year, five years, and 10 years after graduation



Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO)
Can compare short run vs long run returns to degree
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO) data for the 2001-
2003 graduate cohort of University of Texas at Austin. Select majors. Earnings are in 2016 dollars.

Initial Earnings and Earnings Growth 10 Years After Degree: 
University of Texas at Austin Graduates



Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO)
Can compare similar degrees across institutions
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO) data for 2001-
2003 graduation cohort from selected programs in Colorado. Earnings are in 2016 dollars.

Earnings Outcomes for Different Types of Nursing Degrees 
for Graduates from Selected Institutions in Colorado



University of Texas, Austin



University of Colorado - Boulder



University of Wisconsin Madison



University of Michigan – Ann Arbor



Current Partners
Currently partnering with Census for the PSEO pilot are:
The University of Texas System
Colorado Department of Higher Education (all public two- and 

four-year institutions in Colorado)
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor; University of Wisconsin, 

Madison.

Currently in talks to expand pilot to public four-year institutions 
and community colleges in seven states, with a longer queue 
after that.
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Next Steps
 Incorporate W2 and 1099 data to improve earnings data 

coverage
 Expand number of participating institutions
 Data visualization tool for the Employment Flows tables



David R. Troutman, Ph.D., Associate Vice Chancellor
University of Texas System
Office of Institutional Research and Analysis

Outcomes Resulting from The University of Texas 
System and the United States Census Bureau 
Partnership



Higher Education Environment

• Value of a degree
• Return on investment (ROI)
• Rising cost of education

– Student debt
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$25,000 

$21,698

Bachelor's degree

UT System Bachelor's degree*

UT System

Pew Research

Sources: FADS and Pew Research Center analysis of Federal Reserve Board’s 2016 Survey of Household Economics and Decisionmaking.
*First-time students who entered in academic years 2002-2015



UT System’s Partnership with the 
U.S. Census Bureau



UT System’s Solution –



What Is seekUT?

• seekUT is a free, online consumer tool developed with the 
input of students for students
– Shows a 10-year data span of earnings in the context of average 

loan debt, by program
– Offers the ability to compare earnings and debt by various 

programs side-by-side
– Goes beyond the median to show percentiles
– Indicates the percent of students who continue their education 

beyond baccalaureate degree
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Important Additional Data Uses



Graduate Migration
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Value of Higher Education



Communicating Value to Policymakers - National
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At 10 years post-exit,  
UT graduates earn 
$45,000 more than  
high school graduates



Monitoring Program Performance - National
• For UT System baccalaureate programs

– 92% have debt-to-income ratio of 10% or less – 1 year after graduation
– 99% have debt-to-income ratio of 10% or less – 5 years after graduation
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Communicating Liberal Arts Degree Value, National
• Median first-year earnings for 2/3 of graduates of 

UT System non-STEM programs are higher than the 
national individual median income of $35,380

• Notable median incomes include
– Music, $50,856
– Rhetoric and composition, $46,790
– Romance languages and literature, $42,841
– Philosophy, $39,729
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Intergenerational Income Mobility: Percentage of Students who Earn 
more than their Parents within Five Years
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Questions
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