
Title of Presentation: (Access to Jobs in the  

NY Metropolitan Region) 

Question your work tried to 
answer 

What jobs (by industry and educational attainment) are available 
to people within how many minutes by different modes of transit?  

Local Employment Dynamics data 
sources used 

___ OnTheMap 

___ QWI 

___ Industry Focus 

___ Raw data files from CD or VRDC 

__x_ Other:  LODES 

Other data sources used NTPA Regional Transportation Model, NYMTC, GTFS Feeds: MTA, 
NJT, Port Authority, NYCDOT, NY Waterway, Westchester Beeline, 
Nassau Inter-County Express, Rockland County TZx, CT Transit  

Software/ data processing tools 
used 

OpenStreetMap, OpenTripPlanner 

Brief description of methodology 
(if someone wanted to do a similar 
analysis, how should they 
approach it?) 

If a similar analysis would be taken on for another area then 
working with a developer is advised. We worked with Kevin Webb 
of Conveyal to develop this interactive tool.  An extensive 
collection of public transit data as well as traffic data is necessary 
for greater travel time accuracy.  Using OpenTripPlanner is helpful 
as it is an open source software package that is used to create 
travel times across all modes.  

Benefits of methodology/ data It was impossible for our computers to process the LEHD data with 
transit options throughout our 31 county region.  Without this tool 
we would not be able to answer our research questions and 
certainly not anywhere close to as quickly as we can now.  

Drawbacks/problems with 
methodology/data 

Some drawbacks include not having historical drive times for our 
region’s road network. Only part of our region has historical driving 
averages that we could us in this tool. For New York and New 
Jersey we were able to reflect morning rush hour commute times 
but we were not able to do the same for Connecticut.  Our region’s 
core has a different relationship between public transit and driving 
than does the rest of the region. We had to develop two public 
transit options because of this: one that incorporates walking to 
transit and the other driving to transit.  

Anything else? We are looking forward to the next release of the LEHD data as it 
will be interesting to compare how job access has changed over 
time from point to point in our region.  

Who and how to contact for more Chris Jones, Vice President for Research, Chris@RPA.org, (212) 

mailto:Chris@RPA.org


information: 253- 2727 

 


	Title of Presentation: (Access to Jobs in the  NY Metropolitan Region)

