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Baton Rouge: 
•Chemical 
Manufacturing 
•Petroleum Products 
Manufacturing  
 
New Orleans: 
•Petroleum Products 
Manufacturing 
•Transportation 
Equipment 
Manufacturing 
•Chemical 
Manufacturing  
 
Houma-Thibodaux: 
•Oil & Gas Extraction 
•Transportation 
Equipment 
Manufacturing 
 
 
 
 



Q: Does New Orleans share 
important economic synergies 
with Baton Rouge and Houma-
Thibodaux? 



Does N.O. share important economic synergies 
with Baton Rouge and Houma-Thibodaux? 

• Shared industry specializations 

 

• Shared suppliers 

 

• Shared investors 

 

• Shared workforce 



As in any metro, some parishes are “job centers,” and some are 
“bedroom communities”…  
 



As in any metro, some parishes are “job centers,” and some are 
“bedroom communities”…  but they are all interconnected. 
 



The labor sheds of Jefferson and Orleans are another useful way 
to look at these interconnections. Interestingly, Jefferson attracts 
workers from a larger geography. 



In our upcoming brief, we’ll provide reference tables of the 
number of commuters between parish-pairs. 





Fully 21% of all workers in the New Orleans metro commute 
from outside the metro. Post-Katrina, despite having fewer jobs, 
more workers commute from outside the metro.   

Workers commuting from outside and within 
New Orleans Metro 



Baton 
Rouge 
metro 

New 
Orleans 
metro 

Houma- 
Thibodaux 
metro 

25,407 

23,822 

10,140 

8,914 

A significant number commute from the Baton Rouge and 
Houma-Thibodaux metros, and vice versa.  

Workers commuting between metros, 2009 



In 2009, fully 6 percent of New Orleans metro workers commute from 
the Baton Rouge metro and 2 percent from the Houma-Thibodaux 
metro. 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Houma 

% of Houma workers from 

New Orleans 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Baton Rouge 

% of Baton Rouge workers 

from New Orleans 

Distance:   79 miles 

Distance:   74 miles 

Total Commuters:   49,229 

Total Commuters:   19,054 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

349,137 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

90,673 



Comparisons to other “super regions” are difficult because of a 
myriad of variables, but a few standard metrics are useful. 

% of Tampa workers from 

Orlando 

% of Raleigh workers from 

Charlotte 

% of Charlotte workers 

from Raleigh 

% of Orlando workers 

from Tampa 

Distance:   70 miles 

Distance:   135 miles 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Houma 

% of Houma workers from 

New Orleans 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Baton Rouge 

% of Baton Rouge workers 

from New Orleans 

Distance:   79 miles 

Distance:   74 miles 

Total Commuters:   49,229 

Total Commuters:   19,054 

Total Commuters:   91,914 

Total Commuters:   46,022 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

349,137 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

90,673 

Total Workers: 

1,036,277 

Total Workers: 

918,815 

Total Workers: 

490,927 

Total Workers: 

726,991 



Comparisons to other “super regions” are difficult because of a 
myriad of variables, but a few standard metrics are useful. 

% of San Antonio workers 

from Austin 

% of Lexington workers 

from Louisville 

% of Louisville workers 

from Lexington 

% of Austin workers from 

San Antonio 

Distance:   78 miles 

Distance:   69 miles 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Houma 

% of Houma workers from 

New Orleans 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Baton Rouge 

% of Baton Rouge workers 

from New Orleans 

Distance:   79 miles 

Distance:   74 miles 

Total Commuters:   49,229 

Total Commuters:   19,054 

Total Commuters:   72,121 

Total Commuters:   28,777 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

349,137 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

90,673 

Total Workers: 

752,445 

Total Workers: 

736,723 

Total Workers: 

220,437 

Total Workers: 

546,434 



Comparisons to other “super regions” are difficult because of a 
myriad of variables, but a few standard metrics are useful. 

% of Cleveland workers 

from Akron 

% of San Francisco 

workers from San Jose 

% of San Jose workers 

from San Francisco 

% of Akron workers from 

Cleveland 

Distance:   47 miles 

Distance:   78 miles 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Houma 

% of Houma workers from 

New Orleans 

% of New Orleans workers 

from Baton Rouge 

% of Baton Rouge workers 

from New Orleans 

Distance:   79 miles 

Distance:   74 miles 

Total Commuters:   49,229 

Total Commuters:   19,054 

Total Commuters:   110,309 

Total Commuters:   290,409 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

349,137 

Total Workers: 

432,589 

Total Workers: 

90,673 

Total Workers: 

880,048 

Total Workers: 

285,120 

Total Workers: 

1,773,012 

Total Workers: 

793,338 



Baton 
Rouge 
metro 

New 
Orleans 
metro 

Houma- 
Thibodaux 
metro 

20,015 

25,066 

9,140 

7,145 

Baton 
Rouge 
metro 

New 
Orleans 
metro 

Houma- 
Thibodaux 
metro 

25,407 

23,822 

10,140 

8,914 

2004 2009 

Cross-metro commuting has existed for quite some time… but 
the interconnections have increased post-Katrina. 

Workers commuting between metros 



Inter-metro commuters are slightly more likely to work in jobs 
paying less than $1,250 or more than $3,333 per month than the 
average worker in Southeast Louisiana… 

Commuters by wage, 2009 



And more likely to be 29 years old or younger than the average 
worker in Southeast Louisiana. 

Commuters by age, 2009 



All total…. 

Commuters by age, 2009 

Commuters by wage per month, 2009 



We held a stakeholder meeting coordinated by a coalition of 
transit advocates on February 28. 

• What question does it answer and how can 

we display it? 

 

 

• It is available to the public! 
 

 



The main census block of Touro Hospital provides 392 jobs.  



The main census block of Touro hospital provides 392 jobs. But, 
we know that many hospitals take up more space than just one 
census block AND they support many surrounding businesses.   



The area around Touro Hospital supports 1,471 jobs that employ 
more middle wage people, more supportive services like food 
services. 



Workers in the area surrounding Touro Hospital come primarily 
from Orleans Parish. 



The labor shed of Touro Hospital shows that most of the workers 
come from Orleans Parish. 

Sources: 
GNOCDC 
analysis of 
Local 
Employment 
Dynamics, 
U.S. Census 
Bureau.  



Workers in the area primarily live within 10 miles of Touro 
Hospital with some variability by wage level. 



We did additional analysis to eventually narrow down the data 
points we used.   

• Some of this analysis included: 

 

• Expanding the brief to the commercial or job cluster 

level. 

 

• Analyzing the average distance travelled by worker 

using the raw Origin-Destination file. 

 

• We did not use this analysis because: 

 

• Macro-level analysis more important. 

 

• Could not adequately articulate the findings to better 

inform policymakers and nonprofit leaders. 
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