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Labor and Commute Sheds and Resident Earnings
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Software put census data on the map

Visualizing information on the Web can help
businesses, communities plan development

BY LESLIE BROOKS
SUZUKAMO
Pioneer Press

If a picture is worth a thou-
sand words, what's an online
map worth that can show the
relationship between Minnesota
husinesses and their employees,
such as where their workers
live?

Community  development
experts believe such a map
could be worth a lot in terms of
job and business development,
and starting this week, they'l

have two of them to use on the
Web, thanks to the 1.5, Census
Bureau and the Minnesota
Department  of Emplovment
and Economic Development
(DEED).

The Census Bureau this
week is releasing a pilot version
of an interactive mapping tool
developed by the Lakeville soft-
ware firm Excensus that covers
14 states, including Minnesota.

Called “On The Map,” the
Web tool shows where residents
of a neighborhood, for example,
may work, and it also does the

reverse, showing where busi-
nesses in a particular area may
be getting most of their employ-
ees, Users can trace areas free-
hand or use predetermined
boundaries for cities, counties
or neighborhoods,

DEED's mapping tool is built
on the back of the Census
Bureau map but limited to the
seven-county Twin Cities area.

DEED calls its mapping tool
Minnesota 3D or M3D for short,
and it lets users laver in addi-
tional information, such as the
locations of available land for
development, schools and child-
care centers. Free-hand draw-
ing is not available on the DEED
map, however,

Use of the maps is free of
charge, though users are cau-
tioned the DEED tool is unfin-
ished and both tools arenm't
geared to the general public.

Developers hope community
organizations and businesses
make good use of the maps, said
Kris Melson, community pro-
gram director for the Center for
Urban and Regional Affairs
(CURA), the community out-
reach arm of the University of
Minnesota that assisted in the
DEED project.

A business looking to locate
in Dayton's Bluff, for instance,
could use one of the maps to

MAPPING WEB SITES, 4C

4
':"ﬂaelg‘rp?i .

' - e -'H"". uxm-.—':. g

SR Sl W~ ¢ XL SN
115, CEMSUS BUREAL

This detail, created with the Census Bureau’s new online
mapping tool, shows the general locations of the residences of
people who work in the circled area, near the eastern border of
Maplewood. The larger dots represant greater concentrations of
people. The software does not show individual homes or businesses,

http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/business/13640992.htm
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