
LED Steering Committee 

Minutes of November 8, 2007 Conference Call Present: 

Members:  Bob Brown, George Putnam,  Erika McEntarfer, Wande Reweta,   John 
Dorrer,  James Moore, Andy Reamer, Richard Froeschle, Jeremy Wu    
Guests:  Walter Kydd, Ed Simon  

The meeting began at 4:00pm ET.  Ed Simon of CSW was present for his first meeting.  
Ed, a former LMI Director in Delaware, will assist with various support functions 
including serving as the secretary for the steering committee.    

Key agenda items discussed were as follows: 

Update on Conferences/Presentations and Outreach 

• Jeremy reported that he and Greg Weeks had attended and presented at the 
following conferences: LMI Forum in Sacramento, CA; and NASWA LMI 
Conference in Seattle WA.  The presentations included the status of the state 
partnerships, availability of data, key products and their applications.   

• Jeremy visited the California LMI Office which has gone through a major 
transformation and has a new director, Steve Saxton.   Jeremy met with the CA 
LMI staff. It was agreed that production of CA QWI will be converted from 
annual to quarterly basis in 2008.  

• Upcoming Conferences - Bob Brown mentioned the possibility of an LED 
presentation at the next South Eastern Region WIA Conference.   

Status of Non-LED States 

• Jeremy provided an update on the status of non-LED states.  South Dakota has 
joined as our 46th state.   Ohio & Nebraska are in the pipeline.  New Hampshire 
appears interested. Jeremy has been working with the Governor’s liaison and the 
new LMI director.  John Dorrer has been invited to do a presentation in New 
Hampshire.  Connecticut and Massachusetts are the remaining non-LED states.    

• Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands may join.  VI requested a MOU template and 
a conference call are being scheduled.   

• Jeremy mentioned that the LED partnership is voluntary so he can’t put an exact 
timeframe on when the program will become national.   However, at the current 
rate of progress, he is hopeful that 100% participation will happen within the 
next two years (perhaps in one year).   



Internal Census Plans for the Program 

• Plans are being made on how to market and package the LED Program to obtain 
the goal of full Congressional appropriations.   

Discussion on Training 

• George Putnam, Cristina Gonzales and Scott Bailey have been working with 
Colleen Flannery on a proposal to conduct two one-day training sessions for 
state analysts to precede the annual state meeting in March. Initial plans indicate 
that there will be two classes of approximately 18 persons each.  One training 
would focus on the Quarterly Workforce Indicators and the other, OnThemap.  
At the end of the first day, classes would rotate to a different training.  The 
content of each training will cover technical issues, as well as applied case 
studies.  Jeremy, and Colleen will work with state representatives to finalize the 
training logistics.   

 

Data Quality Improvement 

• Illinois and Census have been working cooperatively with Steering Committee 
states to implement data quality control audits of both the QCEW and Wage 
Record files.  Allan Ross (Illinois) has been working with state and Census 
analysts to develop both mainframe- and windows-based code to generate the 
diagnostic audit reports.  The QCEW code is near ready for distribution to the 
Steering Committee states for implementation.  Illinois will work with staff at the 
Brookings Institute to post the files and information on the LED Google site for 
download.    

 

Action Planning 

• There was a reminder for members to identify users and innovative uses of LED 
in their states so we can build a strong case to Census and Congress.  These lists 
will be submitted to Ed Simon by the end of November.   

• Three action planning calls have been planned.  The first two will be two-hour 
sessions each.  They will occur during the first week of December and the first 
week of January.  The major topics covered will be Institutional Development, 
Constituent Development and Product Development.  Ed requested an email 
from each member regarding their availability for the December and January 
sessions.   

 



Other 

• Survey – We’ll be developing a web-based survey for launch next week to ask 
LMI directors and participants from last year’s conference what they would like 
to see focused on at the state workshop.  
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