
Tribal Lands

Michelle Doran
Economic Research & Analysis (LMI)

New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions

On the Map







Question from the 
Secretary:

How many people are 

employed on tribal lands?



Answer:

I have no idea.



On the Map can 

answer this question, 

partially, but not 

completely.  



Tribal lands are in

non-contiguous areas.

Problem: 







Look at one tribe at a 
time.

Solution:







What industries – in  
addition to casinos – are 

on tribal lands?

Better question to ask:





The dollars that people 
earn are not staying on the 
reservations.(1)

Why is this information 
important:

1. Megan Kamerick, “The search for diversification – Tribal enterprises look 
for ways to widen their economic sector” New Mexico Business Weekly, 
August 17 2007

Diversification is important 
to economic development. 



We did not answer the 
question posed by the 
Secretary, but we did 

answer another valuable 
question using On the Map.

Conclusion:
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